
 
Jan. 18, 2016 - Lyn Des Marais, Legislative Director  
 
Agriculture and Forest Products make up a large part of Vermont's 
economic base and working landscape. The legislature wants to hear from 
its constituents. When emailing or calling your senator or representative 
with your ideas, thoughts and comments, be as specific as you can. You 
can find your legislators here: 
  
By mail: Legislator's name, Vermont State House, 115 State Street, 
Montpelier, VT 05633-5301  
By phone: Sargeant-at-arms 1-802-828-2228 
By Internet: http://legislature.vermont.gov/people/ 
 
Current Use: 
No action was taken 
  
Education: 
UVM Dean of the College of Life Sciences and Agriculture, Thomas 
Vogelmann, spoke before the House Committee on Agriculture and Forest 
Products and Senate Committee on Agriculture. He explained that his 
college student numbers are growing steadily. They are projected to  
continue to grow for another ten years. He invited the Committees to tour 
the two new barns at UVM: a dairy barn and a research barn. Many 
members already have. He warmly praised VTFB Chittenden County 
president, Dr. Julie Smith for receiving the largest grant UVM has  
ever received. Dean Vogelmann spoke of the 2+2 program stating his 
continued support and echoing changes needing to be made to get the 
students to continue on to UVM, to give 100% scholarships, and to hire a 
coordinator. UVM Extension Dean and Director, Doug Lantagne, spoke 
about Extensions critical funding needs. A special request from the  
Legislature is $350,000 for three key programs: water quality education 
under Act 64, expand the economic development program and continue 
Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) implementation. He requested 
everyone to ask his or her Legislator to support this funding request.   



 
Equine Equity: 
VTFB has requested that the House Committee on Agriculture allow 
testimony on this issue and is waiting to hear back.    
 
Farm Rail Road Crossings: 
Vermont Farm Bureau will offer testimony on Wednesday concerning farm 
rail crossing safety and ask questions about the practice of railroads to use 
tracks for storage of cars, containers and goods, rather than exclusively for 
transport. Testimony Needed: From VFB members, for the Senate 
Transportation Committee, in the week of January 18, Farm RR  
crossings affected by the new Federal Transportation bill. 
 
Food Safety and Modernization Act: 
Vermont Farm Bureau has requested in writing to The Secretary of 
Agriculture's office that a VTFB member be added to its working group. 
 
Paid Sick Leave: 
The Legislature is working on a bill that all employers provide paid sick 
leave if certain parameters are met.  The bill has an excellent chance of 
passing. It will not be possible to exempt Agriculture from the requirements 
of this bill so VTFB is joining in the consortium to ask for a small business 
exemption, through amendments to this bill. 
  
Pollinator Protection: S.200 Ban of Neonicotinoids: 
The Senate Agricultural Committee took up bill S. 200 this week and 
began hearing testimony. VTFB member Chas Mraz, Champlain Valley 
Apiaries, and UVM PhD candidate, Samantha Alger testified that 
pollinators were in crisis in Vermont, that the state inspector is leaving and  
is not being replaced, that very few studies have been done in Vermont 
due to lack of resources despite Vermont's honey bees, bumblebees or 
other pollinators were declining.  Chas Mraz is experiencing colony losses 
on par with the rest of the USA at 33.9% per year. He is also experiencing 
colony loss in the summertime-, which is unique in the 80-year history  
of his family's business. He and Samantha asked that: neonicotinoid use 
be restricted to agricultural use; no longer be available in local hardware 
stores; be studied; regulate pesticide seed coatings; not only reinstate but 
increase the Bee Inspectors; and Vermont put in place a system whereby 
farmers receive notification of what insecticide or pesticide to use when  
and where rather than prophylactically, and specific products rather than a 
broad-spectrum products. They asked for all of theses suggestions to be 
adopted as soon as possible.   



There was, and will be, pesticide and seed company testimonies that 
Vermont pollinators are not in trouble at all, and that neonicotinoids aren’t 
shown to damage pollinators. There is also testimony from golf courses 
and other non-agricultural users of "neonics" that don't want it banned or 
restricted. The house has introduced a bill H - 539 to create a pollinator 
protection plan. The EPA has asked all 50 states to produce these plans.  
Some states are further along than Vermont. It is not clear that actions 
generated from such plans will be implemented soon enough to prevent 
total collapse of the bee keeping industry. The Vermont farm bureau has 
asked The Secretary of Agriculture that a member of VTFB be added to its 
pollinator protection-working group. 
  
Solar and Wind Siting Bills: 
The Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Energy continues work 
on the renewable energy siting bills. The majority of these bills seek to give 
more deference and control of the size and siting to local communities. 
There is also language being considered to address concerns about 
transparency in marketing. The Senate wants landowners to know what 
money and terms other landowners are being offered in the state and 
whether the "community array" is a Vermont community or for an out of 
state company.  
 
Vermont Sales and Use Tax - Agricultural Equipment: 
No formal actions were taken. The House Committee of Agriculture and 
Forest Products will continue to discuss language changes. 
 
Water Quality: 
Chuck Ross, Secretary of AF& M, gave a review of Act 64 history and 
progress. He praised the majority of farmers who have been "amazing " 
and "stepped up" to being included in efforts to clean up Vermont's waters 
especially Lake Champlain. He singled out Lake Champlain Farmers 
Alliance, the Northern Farmers Alliance and the newly formed CT River 
Farmers Alliance as being proactive and innovative in their approaches to 
this challenge.  He reported that his Agency is finalizing settlement of the 
Conservation Law Foundation lawsuit. He reported on his budget and 
staffing needs. Jim Leland, Director, reported on the meetings and 
comments from the state- wide outreach sessions on the RAPs. The 
Agency held 31 meetings in total on the pre-draft RAPs. Agency staff wrote 
down every comment given orally at each meeting and have read them 
twice. In addition they received 169 comments totally 353 pages, which 
have all been read and summarized.  
 



The results are summarized here: 
 
These concerns will be reflected in the draft RAPs due out the beginning of 
February.VTFB will meet with the Agency in mid- February to give 
comments on the next draft.  
 
House Committee on Agriculture and Forest Products: 
Chair: Rep. Carolyn W Partridge, Windham-3 cpartridge@leg.state.vt.us 
Vice Chair: Rep: Richard Lawrence, Caledonia-4, 
rlawrence@leg.state.vt.us 
Ranking Member: Rep. John L Bartholomew, Windsor-1, 
jbartholomew@leg.state.vt.us 
Rep. Daniel Connor, Franklin-6, dconnor@leg.state.vt.us 
Rep. Alyson Eastman, Addison-Rutland, aeastman@leg.state.vt.us 
Rep. Rodney Graham, Orange-1, rgraham@leg.state.vt.us 
Rep. Joey Purvis, Chittenden 9-1, jpurvis@leg.state.vt.us 
Rep. Harvey Smith, Addison-5, hsmith@leg.state.vt.us 
*Rep. Tristan Toleno, Windham-2-3, ttoleno@leg.state.vt.us 
Rep. Donald Turner, Jr., Chittenden -10, dturner@leg.state.vt.us 
Rep. Teo Zagar Windsor 4-1, tzagar@leg.state.vt.us 
Linda Leehman, Committee Assistant 1-802-828-2256 
lleehman@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Senate Committee on Agriculture: 
Chair: Sen. Robert Starr, Essex-Orleans, rstarr@leg.state.vt.us 
Vice chair: Sen. David Zuckerman, Chittenden, 
dzuckerman@leg.state.vt.us 
President Pro-Tem Sen. John Campbell, Windsor, 
jcampbell@leg.state.vt.us 
Sen. Michael Sirotkin, Chittenden, msorotkin@leg.state.vt.us 
*Sen. Dick Mazza, Grand Isle, rmazza@leg.state.vt.us 
  
* denotes new member Senate Committee on Agriculture 
 
Contact me at (802) 345-2958 or at lyn.desmarais@gmail.com anytime. 
Contact me at (802) 345-2958 or at lyn.desmarais@gmail.com anytime. 
 
  
 


