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This week in Montpelier was filled with introductions by the many advocates to new 
committees. While the changes in House Agriculture Committee membership are 
substantial, the group seems focused and serious about hearing from real folks who 
work every day in Vermont's fields and forests. If you have a new legislator not serving 
in these committees, encourage them to contact some senior members or myself to 
get up to speed on these issues. 
Contact any legislator anytime through the Sergeant-At-Arms by calling at (802)828-
2228. If possible, specify the bill number or specific topic briefly and always request a 
call back from the legislator. Always identify yourself by town if it is in their district. 
  
As legislative director I gave presentations to both agriculture committees on our 
legislative priorities. Committee member questions centered on small farm operators 
and how to reach them as stewards for water quality, the fertilizer tax, Current Use 
proposals, and budgetary concerns. Legislators generally are deeply concerned with 
both the Budget Adjustment Act (2014-15) and future funding under an expensive 
TMDL permit proposal. 
  
VFB has been asked directly and charged by Speaker Shap Smith with an ultimatum to 
either propose alternative funding or stop opposing the administration's tax ideas. 
Having not been directly consulted with these costly increases on farm and forest 
operations, we nonetheless have a responsibility to be constructive and engaged. Our 
economy is growing, by some estimates, slower than projected and certainly slower 
than we would like. However, agriculture, food and forest products lead the way in new 
growth over many other traditional recovery leaders such as housing and 
manufacturing. Plowing that entrepreneurial energy under by taxing and removing 
property tax equity is not the best strategy. Right now we need to combat the myth that 
Current Use is a handout or "subsidy". It is tax equity. Fertilizer is an expensive, 
necessary ingredient for sustainable acreage outputs.   Treating it like cigarette 
addiction with punitive taxes will not change the facts on the ground. Good farm 
operators use as little as possible and as much as necessary. While some could 
improve nutrient management and soil loss prevention methods, most realize that 
planning on excessive use is inviting budget surprises as prices fluctuate. 
  
As reported earlier, a welcomed $16 million Federal Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program (RCCP) grant has been announced from the USDA for water 
quality programs across Vermont. The funds will filter through the USDA NRCS offices. 
Farmers will be able to apply for grants at the beginning of March. AAF&M staff has 



asked for VFB to encourage early application. I will keep you apprised of the process 
and contact details as they come. In the meantime, contact your local NRCS office to 
get listed for application information when available. We will also post updates on 
vtfb.org. 
  
As bills begin to accumulate in the building I will outline specific bills here as needed. If 
a specific bill interests you, call or email me and I will research it for you.   The earliest 
candidate for our specific opposition other than fertilizer taxes and Current Use 
changes is a proposal to remove an enforcement piece that prohibits mandatory BMPs 
without "adequate funding" availability. H.27 will be a top priority to defeat early this 
session. The bill is now clearly intended to be folded into H.35 and H.29, the water 
quality/small farm certification bill and the Water Quality Improvement Fund. As you 
may recall, the basis for denying the CLF Mandatory BMP Petition in the Missisquoi 
Basin was this very statute. What is not clear is why the Shumlin administration is 
pushing the change. As written, the statute says "adequate funding" but does not 
specify from what sources. With federal grants, traditional financing from agricultural 
loan agencies and limited state funding, why would the removal of this link be so 
important? That is the question I will be seeking answers to this week from 
administration and AAF&M sources. Rep. Bob Krebs (Grand Isle - Chittenden) is lead 
sponsor and will be presenting the bill Tuesday in House Agriculture, Food & Markets 
Committee. Administration testimony will follow and VFB support for any small farms 
certification is contingent on details of regulatory changes yet to be released by 
Secretary Chuck Ross. Discussions are under way. Other bills of interest: 
  
H. 52 Exempts small poultry operators who do not export outside Vermont from 
inspections if they slaughter on-farm and do not offer slaughter service to other 
producers. Limited to size and with strict labeling requirement for consumers, we will 
be watching to see this meets with VFB policy. Please read and comment to me by 
email if you feel it will benefit your operation. 
  
H. 54   Certification of all Custom Applicators - Similar to a 2014 proposal the bill would 
also require all LFO and MFO farms to use ONLY these certified operators as of April 
2016. Then in January 2019 these requirements become universal at all farm sizes. 
The language is still somewhat contradictory and allows the Secretary of the Agency of 
Natural Resources to designate any "watersheds of impaired lakes" completely out of 
bounds for applications without expensive "certified custom applicators" of manure, 
nutrients, sludge or manure and solid waste from digesters. 
  
  
Contact me at (802) 888-9390 or at wmoore@gmavt.net anytime. 
  
  

House Committee on Agriculture and Forest 
Products 
  



Rep. Carolyn Partridge, Chair, Windham-3   cpartridge@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Rep. Richard Lawrence, Vice-Chair, Caledonia-4   rlawrence@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Rep. John L. Bartholomew, Windsor-1   jbartholomew@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Rep. Dan Connor, Franklin-6   dconnor@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*Rep. Alyson Eastman, Addison-Rutland   aeastman@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*Rep. Rodney Graham, Orange-1   rgraham@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*Rep. Joey Purvis, Chittenden-9-1   jpurvis@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*Marjorie Ryerson, Orange-Washington-Addison   mryerson@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Rep. Harvey Smith, Addison-5   hsmith@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*Rep. Don Turner (Minority Leader), Chittenden-10   dturner@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Rep. Teo Zagar, Windsor- 4-1   tzagar@leg.state.vt.us 
  

Senate Committee on Agriculture 
  
Sen. Bobby Starr, Chair, Essex-Orleans   rstarr@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Sen. David Zuckerman, Vice-Chair, Chittenden dzuckerman@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*Sen. John Campbell, (President Pro-Tem), Windsor   jcampbell@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Sen. Norm McAllister, Franklin   nmcallister@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Sen. Michael Sirotkin, Chittenden   msirotkin@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*denotes new committee members 
  
           
  
  
     


