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This busy session began with Governor Peter Shumlin proposing changes which will 
affect the viability of farm operations all over the state. The governor has proposed 
new taxes and regulatory changes across the board, from the budget address to the 
draft water quality bill in House Fish, Wildlife & Water Quality, this administration 
seems to care more about the EPA's approval for the TMDL response than the 
approval of Vermont's farmers. 
  
Following up on his missteps on Current Use last week, Shumlin has offered a two-
thousand fold increase on taxes on fertilizers, the de-funding of the BMPs for helping 
farms comply with the AAPs and a draft bill that mirrors last year's H.586. That draft 
includes specific mandates on what the AAP Rules will entail, effectively snubbing the 
Rulemaking citizen input process. The AAPs and forestry AMPs are already scheduled 
for review this year. Included in the bill are mandates that the new AAPs include: 
detailed limits on stacking manure, specifics on required vegetative buffers, livestock 
exclusion rules, a prohibition on manure or pesticide storage within flood zones, and 
revised standards for tile drainage. The bill also includes a "voluntary" certification for 
small farms to ensure compliance with the AAPs and 5 year reports to "voluntarily" re-
certify compliance. That provision would take effect July 1, 2017. 
  
No details on enforcement are included in the bill. Agency of Agriculture Food & 
Markets Secretary Chuck Ross intends to provide enforcement language for the bill 
next week. It has become common practice in Montpelier to release draft outlines to 
encourage press coverage without releasing detailed proposals that would invite the 
scrutiny that the legislative process will employ later. That is clearly at work here as the 
bill is void of the enforcement details and the funding mechanisms for BMPs and other 
helps to farms remain undetermined and under attack. A separate bill, H. 29 proposes 
to establish a Water Quality Improvement Fund while H. 27 proposes to limit the 
farmer's access to these funds during a complaint procedure and appeals. Quite 
contradictory to helping farmers comply with the AAPs, these bills all have the 
administrations and Chairman David Deen's support. 
  
Last year, VFB and many other environmental, farm and business groups opposed a 
petition by the Conservation Law Foundation to require mandatory BMPs across the 
entire Missisquoi Basin, mainly on the basis of Vermont statute requiring funding 
availability before mandating such measures on individual farms. The administration's 
response has been to propose de-linking this requirement, therefore handing the 
enforcement of BMPs over to the CLF while the Petition is still in appeal in Vermont's 



Environmental Court. The Court will certainly hear this message and it will affect the 
ruling, even while the Attorney General supposedly is defending the Secretary's denial. 
  
More important, the "de-linking" of the requirement that funding be available before 
BMPs can be required, is simply a precursor to stripping all funding from these 
programs. De-linking will remove any pressure in the legislature to maintain already 
inadequate support. This while agriculture, forestry and the value added food economy 
represents perhaps the only growing sector of Vermont's stalled economy. These bills 
are on the fast track, with Chairman Deen promising a final vote on the 59 page water 
quality bill by February 18th. 
  
The Governor's Budget Address covered some other issues of concern. First is a 
Current Use property tax on buildings reduction to 70 percent of the Use Value 
Adjustment, boosting state revenues by $1.6 million. We at VFB call that a tax 
increases on farm buildings.   
  
Second, a proposed $700,000 cut in the working lands enterprise program, down by 
nearly 50%. While much deserved funding for this program has been a battle in recent 
years, level funding would be a much more prudent response. 
  
House Speaker Shap Smith says the governor struck the right balance between 
revenues and cuts. Speaker Smith predicted some are reductions lawmakers will not 
be comfortable with such as "Reducing the amount the state allows for property tax 
relief on farm buildings... but the reality is if we don't go forward with them we have to 
put an alternative on the table." 
  
Rep. Don Turner, R-Milton, House minority leader, blamed the governor for not dealing 
with unsustainable spending in previous budgets. "Vermonters need to understand 
these annual budget gaps are self-inflicted by the governor." 
  
Expect legislators to accuse those opposing these ideas of "not being willing to share 
the pain" and not wanting to be "a part of the solution". We generate near $200 million 
in revenues from the working lands sector of the economy. 
  
A brighter spot was a welcomed $16 million grant from the USDA for water quality 
programs across Vermont. The funds will filter through the USDA NRCS offices. 
Farmers will be able to apply for grants at the beginning of March. 
  
The Regional Conservation Partnership funds can be used to pay for conservation 
practices that prevent nutrient runoff such as cover crops, buffer zones, and 
infrastructure improvements around farm yards. 
  
Both Agriculture Committees hosted VFB this last week to introduce new legislators to 
our legislative priorities. Areas of interest included Current Use and farm buildings, the 
TMDL response and AAF&M staffing needs, along with Equine buildings equity 
proposal, FSMA and the fertilizer tax increase. 
Contact me at (802) 888-9390 or at wmoore@gmavt.net anytime. 



  
  
  
  

House Committee on Agriculture and Forest 
Products 
  
Rep. Carolyn Partridge, Chair, Windham-3   cpartridge@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Rep. Richard Lawrence, Vice-Chair, Caledonia-4   rlawrence@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Rep. John L. Bartholomew, Windsor-1   jbartholomew@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Rep. Dan Connor, Franklin-6   dconnor@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*Rep. Alyson Eastman, Addison-Rutland   aeastman@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*Rep. Rodney Graham, Orange-1   rgraham@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*Rep. Joey Purvis, Chittenden-9-1   jpurvis@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*Marjorie Ryerson, Orange-Washington-Addison   mryerson@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Rep. Harvey Smith, Addison-5   hsmith@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*Rep. Don Turner (Minority Leader), Chittenden-10   dturner@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Rep. Teo Zagar, Windsor- 4-1   tzagar@leg.state.vt.us 
  

Senate Committee on Agriculture 
  
Sen. Bobby Starr, Chair, Essex-Orleans   rstarr@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Sen. David Zuckerman, Vice-Chair, Chittenden dzuckerman@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*Sen. John Campbell, (President Pro-Tem), Windsor   jcampbell@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Sen. Norm McAllister, Franklin   nmcallister@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Sen. Michael Sirotkin, Chittenden   msirotkin@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*denotes new committee members 
  
           
  



  
  
  
   
  
     


