
 
Under the Golden Dome January 12, 2015  

 
Welcome back to our weekly updates. I will end this letter with a full list of both Ag 
committees complete with names, emails and contact information. Please save these 
for future reference. 
  
Overall the makeup of both committees is improved. Chairs remain the same Sen. 
Bobby Starr and Rep. Carolyn Partridge still have the helm. We are also fortunate to 
have some continuity in the ranks with Dick Lawrence, Harvey Smith and Dan Connor 
in the House and Norm McAllister and David Zuckerman in the Senate. 
  
New House members include Alyson Eastman of Addison-Rutland. She was born and 
raised on her 270 acre family farm in Orwell and works consulting on H-2 visas, 
bookkeeping and payroll services.   Rodney Graham, a Williamstown Selectmen and 
past School Board member, is a dairy farmer and maple sugar producer. Joey Purvis 
is a lifelong Colchester native and small business owner. 
Marjorie Ryerson is a Randolph based teacher and writer/editor. Finally, Rep. Don 
Turner, House Minority Leader, is a Milton Realtor and Firefighter. On the Senate side, 
only President Pro-Tem John Campbell is new to the Committee. Campbell resides 
and works as an attorney in Quechee. 
  
Governor Peter Shumlin's re-election was unsurprising as few expected an upset in the 
legislature's Constitutional role in choosing from him and Mr. Scott Milne, both of whom 
were unable to garner a simple majority of votes to win in November. The surprise for 
Vermont Farm Bureau members came in the inaugural address Thursday. Shumlin 
railed against the farm being the source for 40% of the "water quality problem. He goes 
on to specify 20% is likewise caused by roads and "developed lands". Whether this 
modeling based statistic is valid or not, he then goes on to outline $6.75 million in 
capital funds to address these with only $1.4 million going to farm technical assistance 
funds. Last year's debate clearly outlined two needs in the Agency of Agriculture; 
additional field staff for outreach/compliance and technical assistance for small farms 
seeking to upgrade their practices. Also clear was a near total lack of outreach to small 
farms needing education on the AAPs. Secretary Chuck Ross has often agreed that 
staff and funding could begin to close these gaps. Shumlins plan addresses neither of 
these well and places the hog's share of capital funds with municipal, storm water and 
highway programs. This mis-step was confounding when in the next breath he called 
for a new restriction on Current Use eligibility by connecting enforcement of water 
quality rules with Use Value Assessment. No details are yet available on this proposal. 
We point out to the Governor the broad enforcement powers already at the disposal of 



Secretary Ross, the Attorney General and the Agency of Natural Resources. 
  
As is he didn't already have our attention, Friday on Vermont Public Radio Shumlin 
called the fair tax adjustment open land owners receive a "subsidy" saying; "most 
farmers are in the Current Use program they pay 200, 300 percent less for property 
taxes than they would if they weren't," said the governor. "Their neighbors are 
subsidizing that program..." The Governor has it exactly backwards, working farm and 
forest lands subsidize the local property tax rate by demanding nearly zero state or 
local services. Cows and trees don't have kids or drive cars. We will be fighting any link 
between enforcement of water quality laws with Current Use and demanding the 
administration get real with its funding targets. Stay tuned. 
  

House Committee on Agriculture and Forest 
Products 
  
Rep. Carolyn Partridge, Chair, Windham-3   cpartridge@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Rep. Richard Lawrence, Vice-Chair, Caledonia-4   rlawrence@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Rep. John L. Bartholomew, Windsor-1   jbartholomew@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Rep. Dan Connor, Franklin-6   dconnor@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*Rep. Alyson Eastman, Addison-Rutland   aeastman@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*Rep. Rodney Graham, Orange-1   rgraham@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*Rep. Joey Purvis, Chittenden-9-1   jpurvis@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*Marjorie Ryerson, Orange-Washington-Addison   mryerson@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Rep. Harvey Smith, Addison-5   hsmith@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*Rep. Don Turner (Minority Leader), Chittenden-10   dturner@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Rep. Teo Zagar, Windsor- 4-1   tzagar@leg.state.vt.us 
 

Senate Committee on Agriculture 
  
Sen. Bobby Starr, Chair, Essex-Orleans   rstarr@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Sen. David Zuckerman, Vice-Chair, Chittenden dzuckerman@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*Sen. John Campbell, (President Pro-Tem), Windsor   jcampbell@leg.state.vt.us 
  



Sen. Norm McAllister, Franklin   nmcallister@leg.state.vt.us 
  
Sen. Michael Sirotkin, Chittenden   msirotkin@leg.state.vt.us 
  
*denotes new committee members 
  
           
Contact me at (802) 888-9390 or at wmoore@gmavt.net for info and to sound off about 
bills. 
  
  
  
  
           
  
  
  
  
   
  
     


