
 
Friday Janury 24, 2014 – Bill Moore, Legislative Director/County Organizer 
 
Week three was packed full of VFB issues and some new bills of interest 
to every Vermonter. Example of the week is a bill by Rep. Paul Poirier (D-
Barre City) to restrict the use of studded snow tires on vehicles from May 
15 to October 15 (H.626). While we agree that using good studs on dry 
Summer roads is wasteful, do we need a statute to tell us? 
Testimony on the H.112 the GMO labelling bill is winding down but a 
Public Hearing is scheduled for Tuesday Jan. 28th in the House 
Chamber from 6:30 to 9:00 PM. We have opposed the bill from the 
perspective that it makes mandatory a program that already exists in the 
private sector. Like organic products, there exists an excellent voluntary 
certification program for the food producers who wish to appeal to this 
specific market. The latest success story for consumer pressure and 
voluntary labelling is that General Mills has announced that Cheerios will 
now be labelled GMO free. Mothers and families asked the company 
because so many babies are given the little oatey rings to munch on as a 
snack. The power of the consumer without government involvement at 
work. Although the bill does contain broad exemptions for dairy, it creates 
a cloud of doubt over milk and cheese without any scientifically based 
studies to show that GMOs are tainting the food supply. Also significant is 
the fact that New Hampshire House has rejected a similar bill on similar 
grounds. Members of that chamber's Environment & Agriculture 
Committee also cited the cost of defending the law in the inevitable 
lawsuits that would follow. Generally, they conclude that the state's 
interest in the labelling of a food hazard without documentation was risky 
and should be left with the federal agencies. Please attend the hearing 
and let me know if your plans. Backers of the bill have been hoping for the 
support of others passing similar bills this session, if for no other reason 
than to share the cost of the lawsuits to follow. The "upside down state" is 
out of the club for now, anyway. 
Next on our priority list is Use Value Appraisal and the Current Use 
Program penalty system for withdrawn property. A Public Hearing is 
scheduled for January 28th in Room 11 at the Statehouse from 6:00 to 
8:00 PM. The current proposal can be read at the legislature's web page 
(look on the right side "Highlights" for the bill and amendments linked on 
the hearing announcement). http://www.leg.state.vt.us/ 



  
Our position has been to preserve the Current Use Valuation for Ag and 
Forest lands in all tax bills. Along with Governor Peter Shumlin, we 
disagree that so-called "parcel parking" is wide spread problem but have 
supported a three tiered penalty change at the legislature which 
addresses our concerns. The bill passed the House in 2013 and is now 
before the Senate where it's fate is not yet clear. Amendments proposed 
by the Senate Agriculture offer some changes which may be of interest 
and will be discussed at the public hearing. They offer some clues to 
where we may be headed.  
Please consider attending the Public hearings on either of these bills 
and let me know in advance if you will be in Montpelier. 
The Water Quality Bill, H. 586 has continued to be the focus of the 
House Fish, Wildlife and Water Resources Committee. They are taking 
the bill in small bites and asked me to give brief testimony on the definition 
of "Small Farms" under the proposed required certification program. 
Although there are heavy burdens and responsibilities for Small Farm 
Operations (SFOs) and others keeping livestock in this bill, we are 
expecting a long process and expect the bill to change before any chance 
at passage. I will highlight these changes as they come. The bottom line 
here is that we all want to do the right thing for Vermont waters. It is 
important that these statutes not unfairly burden farms versus other non-
point sources under the federal TMDL coming soon. The livestock 
exclusions are very restrictive and seem unworkable under certain 
circumstances. Although they allow a fairly long time frame for 
implementation requirements (2019), I would like to see some changes 
there first. The funding of the entire bill and specifically assistance under 
the livestock exclusion sections will be a tougher battle still as it contains 
new taxes. This week brought more testimony in Senate Natural 
Resources & Energy on H.526, the Shoreland Zoning bill. Senator 
John Rogers (D-Essex/Orleans) specifically fought back on moves to 
rescind Agricultural and Forestry exemptions in the lands affected by the 
shoreline development sections of the bill. Also under dispute was a 
requirement to apply Flood Hazard Area rules to all Ag and Forestry within 
those areas. These were removed last week but nothing is over until it's 
over so let your Senators know these two specific topics of concern. We 
continue to oppose the bill overall. 
A small portion of the annual House Fee Bill begins a new fee agreed to 
by Bee Keepers and the Department of Agriculture to pay for needed staff 
and field time for the prevention of disease transmission. Agriculture 
Production Specialist Stephen Parise and the Vermont Beekeepers 
Association agreed that the nominal fee based on the number of hive 
location was an agreeable compromise to support a healthy hive and a 
healthy business. The bill should pass out to the Senate with the apiary 
fee included. We monitored the testimony and included our support. 



Administrator Chris O'Keefe and I attended the Lamoille County 
Farm Bureau monthly meeting this week and the evening was productive. 
Lamoille has a long history with the Lamoille County Field Days and 
owns a large barn style building on the grounds. We discussed how to 
best make use of the site and lots of ways it offers priceless community 
outreach and visibility. With so much talk about Vermont food, our farm 
economy an open lands, theirs is a unique opportunity to blow the Farm 
Bureau horn. We discussed legislation, food safety rules and also some 
history. Thank you all for your hospitality! 
Bill Moore wmoore@gmavt.net  


