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Mondays are Breakfast with your Legislators Day in Addison County where 
the Addison County Farm Bureau co-sponsors weekly meetings around the 
county. The last breakfast was well attended. Many representatives and 
senators were available for questions and criticism. H.586, the Water Quality 
bill, GMO labelling, Net Metering and Shoreland Zoning were all on the 
agenda with the citizens who spoke. Thank you Addison County Farm Bureau 
for offering this important community service. Next meeting is February 10th at 
the Whiting Town Hall with food served at 7:00 AM; discussion is 7:30 - 
8:45. 

  
Vermont's Senate passed H.526, the Lake Shorelands Zoning bill Thursday by 
a margin of 21-5. The bill still contains some firm exemptions for agricultural and 
forestry activities. However, the bill is very much changed from the House bill 
passed last year. A conference committee will be assigned and we are hopeful 
that those provisions will survive. I will report the conference members soon. 

  
On a related track, S. 100, the "Forest Fragmentation" bill is gaining 
momentum and Vermont Farm Bureau has asked that the bill be held over for 
more testimony. The bill proposes a somewhat convoluted trigger for large forest 
landowners to be forced into Act 250 for road and other improvements to their 
silviculture operations. We are opposing the current language and have asked 
that the bill be considered by the Senate Agriculture Committee before moving 
forward.                                       

  
Bill Alert: All employers need to be aware of H. 208, the so-called Mandatory 
Sick-time bill. It establishes a statutory requirement for one hour of 
sick/personal time paid by the employer for every 30 hours worked by a full-time 
employee. In addition to the mandate, the structure of payment is a "use-it-or-
lose-it" benefit system. Most employers have long abandoned such systems and 
the bill's sponsors have heard that from several sources. Vermont Farm Bureau 
will oppose the bill. Contact your legislators at (802) 828-2228 with your 
comments or the Governor Peter Shumlin at (802) 828-3333. We await the 
Governor's position on the bill. 

  



The House and Senate Agriculture Committees were briefed by 
representatives of Senators' Patrick Leahy, Bernie Sanders and 
Congressman Peter Welch's offices on the new Farm Bill. Please familiarize 
yourselves with the new bill and provide some time at your next County meeting 
to discuss accessing the program effectively. Senator Leahy's web page has an 
article with highlights at: www.leahy.senate.gov/ 

  
House Agriculture Committee members heard from large crowds in both 
Bridport and St. Albans Thursday on H.586, the Water Quality / Small Farm 
Certification bill. Some consensus has emerged on several parts of the bill. 
Committee Chair Carolyn Partridge reported that according to House Fish, 
Wildlife & Water Resources Chair David Deen, the "Livestock Exclusion" 
section will be removed from the bill. Another critical area is the section lifting the 
winter manure spreading ban in exchange for rules adopted to allow limited 
application by permit from the Secretary of Agriculture. Many comments were 
offered that the current ban encourages a scheduling rush that goes against the 
AAPs and damages waterways. Vermont Farm Bureau President Clark 
Hinsdale and VFB Legislative Chair Tim Buskey attended the Bridport 
hearing. President Hinsdale offered testimony asking the legislature to take the 
recommendations of the Agricultural Working Group seriously. He urged that 
any new requirements be "rolled out" in "logical steps that foster cooperation and 
accomplishment rather than friction and fear". Hinsdale also pointed out that the 
current process in towns around Vermont is "complaint driven" and pits neighbor 
against neighbor. Adding regulations to this atmosphere without addressing that 
component may result in more mistrust and land posting. A consensus is 
emerging in hearings regarding buffer zones. He also stated that buffers should 
not be defined in statue so that they can be developed as site specific 
applications based upon local conditions. Others added that the use and types of 
buffers are a dynamic science and need to allow for new techniques, vegetation 
and scaled to each site. This point was echoed at the St. Albans hearing by 
Roger Rainville as well. 
***Public Hearing: The House Agriculture Committee will host a third 
public hearing on H.586 the House Fish, Wildlife & Water Resources 
Committee's Water Quality city bill in the statehouse chamber Thursday 
February 13from 7:00 to 9:00 PM. 

  
Tim Buskey and I attended a recent Current Use Tax Coalition (CUTC) 
meeting to discuss H. 329 and the amendments offered by Sen. Bobby Starr's 
Agriculture Committee. CUTC opposes "caps" on payments in "gold towns" as 
contrary to the spirit of keeping land open and in agriculture/forestry operations. 
Much of the amended bill is acceptable to VFB but we expect a strong response 
to the bill if it travels back to the House later in the session. More later... See it 
at: http://www.leg.state.vt.us/misc/H-329SenAgStrikeAll.pdf. 

  
Another Current Use issue facing legislators is a proposal to provide equal 



valuation treatment of farm buildings in use for equine operations. Buildings 
definitions in use by the Tax Department personnel currently exclude these 
buildings while allowing the land and other assets to enter into the program. As 
the land is being kept open for land based business exactly as any other farm 
operations, we are seeking support to remedy this inequality. Open land, current 
use and the definition applied by tax personnel would be corrected by H. 202, 
the Equine equality bill currently before the House. Please consider asking your 
legislator to sign on as a co-sponsor in support of VFB equine business owners. 
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