
 
Friday February 14, 2014 – Bill Moore, Legislative Director/County Organizer 
 
The week in Montpeiler began quietly but ends with a good old Vermont snowstorm.  
Trees are being tapped.  The worst of the season may not be over but the days are 
getting longer.  Some things to be thankful for. 
 
VFB’s Legislative Committee met Tuesday to hash out some policy and responses to 
pending legislation.  S.100, the Forest Fragmentation bill was discussed and we will 
continue to oppose this as an unecessary use of Act 250 process which will 
discourage and hinder good forest management.  Last week VFB issued a request, 
along with Vermont Traditions Coalition, Vermont Forest Products Association. 
And others to re-open testimony before the committee voted on the bill.  We were 
successful and several witnesses met with the Senate Natural Resources & Energy 
Committee to discuss and discourage passage of the bill.  Sam Lincoln, member 
from Randolph and I both offered written testimony on behalf of VFB and these are 
at:http://www2.leg.state.vt.us/legdir/committeeinfo.cfm?CommitteeID=211&Sort=S
earch#Documents  The bill may be permanently stalled as it may lack the votes to be 
reported out.  Watch and wait.  Thank you Sam. 
 
We also reviewed H.586, the Water Quality bill.  Following last weeks well 
attended public hearings and testimony on-going at the House Fish, Wildlife & 
Water Resources Committee many more changes are expected.  As reported, the 
“Livestock Exclusion” section has been replaced with a much more management 
based approach to allow the Vermont Ag Secretary to require “exclusion” methods 
as part of any certification review or permit.  This would allow Accepted 
Agricultural Practices (AAPs) to give guidance at each site rather than a “one-size-
fits-all” statute as the original bill from Rep. David Deen dictated.  On Tuesday the 
House Agriculture Committee questioned several witnesses as to “how and If” they 
should define a “Small Farm Operation” for the bill’s SFO Certification section.  Two 
VFB members, David Ainsworth and Justin Poulin were heard by tele-conference.  
Committee members seem ready to abandon any simple minimum number above 
which Vermont would require certification.  VFB testified and continues to push for 
an AAP based approach wherein the needs for good practices will ensure water 
quality and a productive farm (regardless of size).   Continue to offer your questions 
and comments to your legislator or through these two committees by calling (802) 
828-2228.  Remember that the tele-conference is one way you can be in the room 
without the travel time and expense.  Last night a third public hearing was held in 
the House Chamber.  Due to the storm the crowd was under a dozen but more than 
half were VFB members!  Discussion centered on the Small Farm Certification 
requirements and a desire to see the AAPs rule as the guiding force behind any 



livestock exclusion requirements.  The Chair asked several questions of the witnesses 
as to how they first heard of and are able to implement the AAPs at their farms.   
                                                                               
Wednesday morning the several committees concerned hosted a presentation of the 
federal Environmental Protection Agency’s recent response and critique of 
Vermont’s proposed TMDL plans.  The Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) is a 
permitted maximum of phosphorous and other sediment based pollutants allowable 
in the Lake Champlain watershed.  The EPA issued the response in a letter dated 
January 17, 2014 and this was a follow-up joint presentation with the Agency of 
Ariculture and Agency of Natural Resources to explain that response and Vermont’s 
current plans to legislative leaders.  It held no surprises but was a good tutorial and 
review for legislators not already up to speed on the issue.  In March the Governor is 
expected to sign a letter of commitment to the proposed plans seeking EPA 
approval. 
 
Let’s be clear that bills such as the Shorelands Zoning, H.586 Water Quality and 
others do not address the TMDL.  Vermont’s response has to be based upon 
currently authorized and projected regulatory implementation.  Primarily, these 
would include the current LFO and MFO permits, all currently available stautory 
authority by the Agencies of Agriculture and Natural Resources and capital 
infrustructure (wastewater and stormwater management systems) already in place or 
planned for the next 5-10 years.  Pending unfinished legislative proposals are not 
part of Vermont’s legitimate response and the EPA will not analyze or project 
models base upon them.  What IS at the center of the response is Vermont’s ability 
to implement current regulations throughout the state under such systems as the 
AAPs, stormwater regulations for new road work and development and continued 
improvements to waters from the LFO and MFO permit systems.   
 
For our part, as the largest member based farm group in the Vermont, we intend to 
become a leader in outreach and education on the AAPs and their role in achieving 
good farm practice, economic success for farm businesses and water quality goals for 
all of Vermont’s lakes, ponds, rivers and streams.  With all the legislative attention 
being given to so-called small farm and homestead farm operations, we believe they 
are still the best method to solve todays issues.  New laws are not the answer. There 
is a real problem of resources and commitment to advocate, educate and implement 
around the AAPs (and BMPs) at the smaller fam sites around the state.  Ag agency 
staff confirm estimates as high as 7,000 farms around Vermont lacking 
knowledge of the necessary steps outlined in the AAPs.  VFB will begin seeking 
partnerships with UVM Extension Service, the Agency of Agriculture and elsewhere 
to distribute and educate around the AAPs. More later.  
 
NOFA Winter conference alert:  VFB is one of the sponsors of the National Organic 
Farmers Association annual event to be held at the University of Vermont.  More 
info at:  http://nofavt.org/annual-events/winter-conference/. Come visit us!  
 
Final Bill Alert: H.448 Prime Ag Soils and Act 250.  We are watching!  See at: 
http://www2.leg.state.vt.us/CommitteeDocs/House%20Agriculture/Bills/H.448/2-11-
2014~Hannah%20Smith~H.448~Draft%20No.%201.2,%202-10-2014.pdf. 


