
 
 
Friday March 28, 2014 - Bill Moore, Legislative Director/County Organizer 
  
   
On Monday April 3rd, the Addison County Farm Bureau will be 
hosting an agricultural luncheon, focusing on farming issues, 
beginning at 12:00 noon at the Bridport Community Hall. Please 
attend invite a neighbor! 
  
More than 60 people turned out for the Addison County Farm Bureau 
Legislative Luncheon last Monday in Middlebury. Featured guest 
Governor Peter Shumlin was introduced by Vermont Farm Bureau 
President Clark Hinsdale, and questioned on a variety of topics by the 
room. The natural gas pipeline to International Paper was one of the hot 
issues and Governor Shumlin made it clear that he favors the project. He 
also spoke about the difficulties of the budget this year, his take on where 
he thinks the legislature is going and his support of a higher minimum 
wage for Vermont. 
  
Some notes on Current Use and the Land Use Change Tax as yet 
another bill takes its time under the golden dome; this time it is H.329. 
Although the bill has spent many weeks in the Senate Agriculture 
Committee, no serious changes have been drafted on that version. 
  
In 2012, Current Use assessment participants saved $54.5 million in 
property taxes which includes $13.3 million in Municipal taxes in Vermont. 
That translates to an ave parcels in Current Use. With well over 1.5 million 
acres enrolled to date, roughly 40% of Vermont's eligible acreage is 
currently enrolled. Support for the program remains strong statewide. 
Recent history shows that the vigilance of having Vermont Farm Bureau at 
the statehouse has made a huge difference to you, the Vermont Farm & 
Forest land owner. Since the 1990's the legislature has passed; Act 178 
(1996) dealing with funding changes, Act 60 (1997) made changes to the 
Land Use Change Tax (LUCT) calculation, and Act 140 (2002) which 
ushered in the LUCT penalty system we know today. 
  
Passed by the House last year, the committee has spent time reviewing a 



proposed amendment by Chairman Bobby Starr. It may be groomed for 
final review this coming week. However, we can't be sure that a battle is 
not brewing between the House and Senate. Critics of UVA consider it a 
subsidy. We know that it is tax fairness. Right now would be a good time 
to tell your legislators Current Use works and to "keep it whole" and in 
place for the future of Vermont's working lands economy. Also, consider 
speaking to friends and neighbors who appreciate the benefits of a 
working landscape and suggest they join Vermont Farm Bureau. Share a 
back issue of "Fences" and let them know you are a member. 
  
The battle raged for several days over two weeks but the Senate passed 
the "study only" version of S.100, the Forest Fragmentation bill. Now it is 
on to the House Natural Resources & Energy Committee where no 
discussion has been scheduled. 
  
H.526, the Statewide Shorelands Zoning bill awaits final comment from 
the Conference Committee. Assurances from conferees regarding the 
agricultural and forestry exemptions have been given and we are 
monitoring closely. 
  
The GMO labelling bill, H.112, found a lukewarm reception this week in 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. Chairman Dick Sears and the 
committee hit hard with questions for the Attorney General's office and 
those testifying for agriculture. Two areas of concern raise doubts as to 
the bill surviving the Senate. First, it has attached an implied price tag of 
$5-10 million dollars in legal expenses if Vermont goes it alone with a 
GMO product labeling requirement. Second, if triggers are attached which 
would prevent enactment until a certain population or states also enact 
similar laws, will that reduce the legal costs. Questions arose regarding 
the "exemptions" for meat and dairy products. The Chair asked openly if 
having them increases the likelihood and cost of a legal defense for the 
state. The Attorney General has said that if no triggers are selected, he is 
"virtually certain that Vermont will be sued". VFB testified that we oppose 
the current draft of the bill, which contains no triggers. My analysis to the 
Chair was that the private sector, market driven, consumer demanded 
approach is working well in organics and that is likely ahead of the curve. 
GMO labeling is already well under way in the food economy without 
governmental direction. 
  
House Agriculture Committee members have begun review of a draft bill 
to provide the Secretary of Agriculture with "to respond to public health 
hazards and other emergencies on farms". It is called the Emergency 
Powers bill and the goal is to fill gaps in authority between the Agency 
and the Department of Health to respond to food contamination caused 
by natural and other disasters. 



We are seeking comments and your suggestions as to how this may have 
improved the response after Irene. It is a sweeping increase in general 
powers but narrowly focused to certain health and food contamination 
issues. We have begun a technical review and would love to hear from 
you soon. http://www2.leg.state.vt.us/legdir/committeeinfo.cfm? 
CommitteeID=189&Folder=House Agriculture/Bills&Sort=Bill 
Contact me at (802) 888-9390 or at wmoore @gmavt.net to sound off 
about bills. 
  
           
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


