
 
Friday February 21, 2014 - Bill Moore, Legislative Director/County Organizer 

Last week’s UTGD report left out the visit by VFB President Clark Hinsdale to both Agriculture 
Committees. VFB annually visits both Agricultural Committees to review VFB Policy Priorities as 
adopted at our annual meeting and to provide the committee members a chance to quiz the president 
on a range of topics. Although specific bills were discussed such as H.586, the Water Quality bill, 
Hinsdale also reviewed American Farm Bureau Federation’s annual meeting, the federal Farm Bill and 
a new initiative we are developing to educate and implement the AAPs to smaller farms statewide.  

Hinsdale recounted the history and damage our “complaint driven” agricultural regulatory system is 
causing to the reputation of farming and to the fabric of Vermont community values. As a result, our 
message to the legislative leaders is to offer VFB as a partner with state agencies to Advocate, 
Educate and Implement around the Acceptable Agricultural Practices (AAPs) to smaller farm 
operations statewide. As a direct result of this and our many members testimony at hearings and 
before the several committees an H.586, that bill is beginning to pursue a more constructive, less 
regulatory approach to the water quality issues.  

We expect to see the entire definition of small farms set aside in favor of an AAP based approach to 
remediation at small farms. The Livestock Exclusion section has already been swept aside in favor of a 
site specific AAP/BMP approach to each site. A profound recognition of the limits posed by current Ag 
staffing levels has settled over the entire debate and has led to serious and thoughtful debate on all 
sides. At VFB we are committed to water quality and we know we can be part of these solutions and 
still operate effectively as farms and farm businesses. Please begin to remind your legislators that the 
key to these issues will be a commitment to a strong, well financed Agency of Agricultural with 
adequate staff. In the short term, VFB and other groups such as UVM Extension Service and Rural 
Vermont are accepting our invitation to partner with VFB to begin outreach and education today!   

VFB At NOFA Winter Conference - The Vermont Farm Bureau staff and volunteers spent the weekend 
at the National Organic Farmers Association Vermont Winter Conference. We met hundreds and 
handed out copies of Vermont’s AAPs to visitors. The conference included breakout sessions on every 
imaginable topic for all types of farms, practices, management and marketing for the diverse list of 
organic farm types. The organizers get my personal A+ rating for a great show, serious depth and 
super specialty food samples! VFB cosponsored the event and our 1st Vice President Joe Tisbert and 
family presided over the table for most of the weekend. The Tisberts operate an organic vegetable 
and berry farm in Cambridge. Nice work all. 

 VFB is an active member of the Working Lands Coalition, a policy group dedicated to Vermont’s 
working landscape. We are requesting you mention the Working Lands Enterprise Board budget item 
to your legislators and tell them the program is working to keep more Vermonters working and 
entrepreneurs growing jobs. Support this item in the Governors proposed budget.  

Chris O’Keefe and I were able to attend the Addison and Chittenden County meetings this week.   
Addison will be hosting two meetings with health care “navigators” trained in farm insurance issues to 
assist you in enrollment decisions for the new health insurance law (Shumlin Care). Contact Charlie 
Roy at (802) 453-3054 for info.  



Chittenden hosts Bonnie and Hayes Sogoloff led a reduced meeting due to the storm and reported on 
a research project aimed at supporting H.202, the Equine Farm Use Value Equality bill. With Betsy 
Greene’ students at UVM, we intend to provide legislators with a clearer picture of the need and 
benefits of the bill. Thanks for the cake and refreshments too. 

Land Use Change Tax bill update - Testimony continues on H. 329, the Senate Agriculture Committee 
amendment and the bill is raising some eyebrows with its’ fresh approach and simpler solution. The 
language contains a version of UVA Caps and could affect town reimbursements but still has to 
undergo further scrutiny. VFB’s Bruce Shields testified regarding the position of Vermont listers. 
Chairman Sen. Bobby Starr repeated his commitment that Use Value Appraisal and the Current Use 
Program are about keeping Vermonters working on a working landscape. VFB believes strongly that 
anything that attempts to add outside goals to that approach will dilute and defeat the program 
purpose. With that in mind, we are concerned about new language in the H.586. Section 22 in version 
1.5 of the bill would direct a study to report if and how compliance with the AAPs should be 
mandated for continued participation in the Current Use Program. The report would be delivered to 
the legislature for the next biennium in 2015. I have made Sen. Starr aware of the language. 

It was a treat to attend the Vermont Forest Products Association annual dinner and engage in a 
spirited discussion of legislation over steak and potatoes. Steve McLeod and Bill Sayre of VFPA 
headlined the event with featured speaker Commissioner of Forest, Parks & Recreation Mike Snyder. 
Snyder emphasized the need for the forestry community to “tell our story” about how we fit into a 
vibant, healthy economy and a clean environment. Agriculture can take a point from his advice. If we 
are not telling our story, somebody else will. Thank you Mike. 

The Department of Agriculture proposed budget is out and we ask that you mention it to legislators at 
breakfasts and by email and your phone calls. In order to make progress and maintain a vibrant 
growing farm and forest economy, that agency along with Forest & Parks needs added staff and 
resources to enhance outreach and reform the “complaint driven” system now in place.  

H. 526, the Shorelands Zoning bill has been taken up by Representative David Deen and the House 
Fish, Wildlife & Water Resources Committee. We are following this with great interest and expect a 
Committee of Conference soon. 

Vermont Public Radio Vermont Edition hosted the GMO labelling debate Monday noon with myself, Jim 
Harrrison of the Vermont Grocers Association and Senator David Zuckerman, a sponsor of the bill. 
That legislation was passed by Senate vote to the Judiciary Committee where we expect and will 
request strict scrutiny.    

H.587 is a bill which would remove the ability for town selectboards to lay out temporary Rights-of-
Way for access to forest lands. We researched with Bruce Shields and attended the House Committee 
on Government Operations to oppose the bill along with Forest & Parks Commissioner Mike Snyder. 
Unfortunately, the bill has received tentative support from the Vermont League of Cities and Towns. 
We continue to oppose and will be following the bill to its most likely visit in the House Judiciary 
Committee. We are listed along with the Vermont Traditions Coalition to testify further testimony is 
taken. We request your input if you have examples and experience utilizing the law to access forest 
and maple sugaring lots. We are partnering the Vermont Forest Products Association to provide a 
barrage of witnesses in favor of keeping the statute on the books. It is an important tool in the ability 
for landowners and forest managers to complete management and harvesting operations without 
which they would not be in compliance with their Current Use contracts.   We also suggest that the 
VLCT reconsider its position to one of neutral and allow towns to decide locally with local input. 

Contact me at (802) 888-9390 or at wmoore @gmavt.net for info and to sound off about bills. 


