
 
Friday, January 7, 2014 – Bill Moore, Legislative Director/County Organizer 
 	  
The 2014 legislative session began with a cloud of budget shortfalls 
and serious discussion of  several bills important to Farm Bureau 
members.  Although Vermont State Economist Tom Kavet is 
forecasting $68-72 million deficits in revenues, specific proposals 
for closing the gap are not yet clear.  It appears that a long 
committee review and quietly floated ideas for small revenue 
changes will combine to produce a budget late in the session.  Tax 
and fee increases and tax “reform” initiatives are not at the top of 
any public agendas… yet.  These budgetary pressure also succeed in 
stifling any large expensive “progressive” initiatives.  Don’t expect 
grand reform ideas with price tags in the millions of dollars. 	  
 	  
Even the Governor’s State of the State address Wednesday 
contained only a smattering of smaller initiatives aimed at opiate 
drug addiction totaling about $1 million.  With the rocky rollout of 
Green Mountain Health Care and the projected deficits expected 
as that program begins to actually provide doctor and hospital 
reimbursements, Governor Peter Shumlin’s determined efforts to 
move Vermont to a single-payer system may have to be placed on a 
slower track. It may derail as the federal Affordable Care Act 
(Obamacare) gives a black eye to these types of initiatives.  Farm 
Bureau members as employers and business owners should breath a 
small sigh of relief that these fiscal realities should hold back the 
more energetic big government ideas.  Without revenues, the focus 
will unfortunately shift to less expensive regulatory and statutory 
schemes to address politician’s pet issues.  This can only mean 
more bureaucratic red tape where the pricetag is shifted to the 
public through permit and application fees as well as a added 
private sector project costs due to burdensome statutory 
requirements. These will compound the burdens of tight money and 



a sluggish economic recovery on all Vermonters.  That will be the 
fight we take to Montpelier this session and we will point out the 
need for fewer obstacles to farmers and farm/forest owners at 
every opportunity.  	  
 	  
Another in a series of public hearings was held on the Shoreland 
Zoning bills Wednesday at the Statehouse.  Participants were given 
two minutes to testify and the secretary alternated speakers 
between the “fer’ us” and the “agin’ us” camps; in the end there 
was a perfect tie in the number of speakers.  The proponents of the 
imposition of a statewide lake shore zoning regime were largely 
recruited by two main environmental groups and were mostly 
residents of Montpelier.  Those speaking against added state control 
(Vermont Farm Bureau’s position) were actual lake/pond side 
property owners organized under several groups active around the 
state.  They were articulate and well prepared so the Committee 
should have seen this difference. A major bright spot in that fight is 
a statewide group called The Coalition of Vermont Lakes, Inc.  
President Bill Steinmentz and his membership filled the speaking 
roster with well spoken, honest testimony by lakeshore land 
owners.  They can be reached at coalitionvermontlakes@gmail.com. 
Now is a good time to contact legislators on H.526 to reinforce our 
position that existing law and local planning/zoning are the best 
friends of Vermont lakes & Ponds. (see at 
http://leg.state.vt.us/docs/2014/bills/House/H-526.pdf).	  
 	  
Senate Agriculture Committee members began taking testimony on 
H.112 the so-called GMO labeling bill Thursday. It was passed last 
year by the House last session and will likely be turned out to 
several other committees before passage.  Look for it to be passed 
through Judiciary and Commerce committees before possible 
passage.  While VFB opposes these discriminatory labeling schemes, 
60 nations have such labeling requirements and voluntary “GMO 
Free” certification schemes have not been able to staunch the 
political demand for such regulation.  Recently, United States FDA 
refused to jump into the breech by redefining “natural” and “all 
natural” to address demands regarding GMO ingredients so these 
bills flourish Nationwide’s	  
(see: http://www.foodproductdesign.com/news/2014/01/fda-



declines-to-address-all-natural-gmo-legal-dis.aspx).  Ultimately, 
these demands will be decided by federal judges on appeals; an 
unfortunate and expensive outcome for farmers and consumers.	  
 	  
Note on H.515 (Act 83 passed last year).  Some recent news articles 
and legislative inquiries have placed that bill back in the spotlight.  
There may be some committee response and the bill is being 
circulated now to possibly mend some disconnects and improve 
such things as the laws on slaughter and sales.  No specifics yet. 	  
 	  
TMDL, Small Farm Operators, Certification of manure spreaders…  
All and more are addressed in a gargantuan “water quality” bill still 
in draft form and still not scheduled for review.  Senator David 
Deen has been developing the bill and we expect introduction 
shortly.  This promises to be the most dangerous bill so far this 
year. 	  
 	  
Finally, if you don’t already know, my name is Bill Moore and I am 
the Fram Bureau’s newest staff member.  As Legislative 
Director/County Organizer I have big shoes to fill following up on 
Tim Buskey.  Please be sure to thank him for all he does and will 
continue to do as chair of the legislative committee.  I look forward 
to meeting you and encourage you to call me at (802)888-9390 or 
email me at wmoore@gmavt.net	  
 	  
FYI  Here are the bills being considered by the two Agriculture 
Committees. 	  
 	  
To research these by bill  go to: 
http://leg.state.vt.us/database/status/status.cfm	  
House Agriculture Committee:  House Bills – 142, 202, 255, 263, 
347, 438, 542 and Senate Bill 70.  Also  listed are H. 112, passed 
by the House in 2013 and H.514 passed by the Senate last year.	  
 	  
Senate	  Agriculture	  Committee:	  	  Senate	  Bills	  –	  8,	  29,	  64,	  68,	  89,	  97,	  109,	  
162,	  228,	  232	  and	  House	  bills	  112	  and	  329. 


